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Ensuring Independence of Children and Young People’s Advocacy in Japan
— Problems and Challenges concerning the Independent Advocacy in Child Welfare System —

Masatsugu Hori (Kumamoto Gakuen University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine what factors infringe on the independence of the
Support Service for Expressions of Views, established in April 2024, and what challenges
exist in ensuring their independence. In the United Kingdom, a leading country, “Advocacy
services are independent and accessible. They operate to the highest level of confidentiality
and ethical practice.” (Department of Education 2022:25). And in order to ensure “the highest
level of confidentiality,” independence in terms of operation, authority, and composition is
guaranteed to a considerable degree. On the other hand, in Japan, the essential difference
between independent advocacy and hearings is not fully recognized, and there are many cases
where independence in terms of operation and function is violated. For the purpose of ensuring
independence of advocacy, revision of Child Welfare Act, improvement of commissioning
methods, promotion of awareness, and enhancement of the expertise of advocates are issues to
be addressed in the future.

Keywords : Independence, Support Service for expressions of Views, Children and Young
People’s Advocacy, Confidentiality, United Kingdom.
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Advocacy and Independence for Persons with Disabilities Living in the Community
— The Synergistic Effects of Collaboration Between SDM Followers and Independent Advocates —
Toshihiko Mizushima (Japan Network of Supported Decision-Making)

This paper focuses on the collaboration between SDM Followers and Independent
Advocates in Toyota City model of Safeguard and Support for Decision-Making (SSD) as
a local practice model aimed at ensuring the autonomy and supported decision-making
of persons with disabilities. It also compares the practical application of the Independent
Mental Capacity Advocate (IMCA) under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 in the UK with the
implementation of this model, highlighting both commonalities and differences.

Furthermore, this paper emphasizes that, in order to ensure the sustainability of supported
decision-making for adult persons with disabilities, it is crucial for community residents to
participate as SDM Followers and for a Collaborative Advocacy Support System (Follower
System) to be in place to uphold their advocacy principles. Additionally, from the perspective
of establishing “appropriate and effective safeguards to prevent abuse” as stipulated in
Article 12(4) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), the
paper also examines the legitimacy of non-instructed Independent Advocates engaging with
both persons with disabilities and SDM Followers.

Finally, this paper discusses the necessity of amending the Social Welfare Act in
anticipation of future revisions to the Civil Code, as well as the significance of participation
by persons with disabilities and community members in support for decision-making to

promote an inclusive society.

Keywords : SDM Followers, Independent Advocates, Collaborative Advocacy Support

System (Follower System), Supported Decision-Making, Community Inclusion
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The Impact of Introducing Independent Advocates to Children Social Care
- Insights from Interviews with Staff at Center A

Satomi Eidome (Seinan Gakuin University)

In Japan, the introduction of the “View Expression and Related Support Program”
(Independent Advocates) became an encouraged obligation in April 2024 following a
revision of the Child Welfare Act. However, the changes, benefits, and challenges brought
about by this introduction remain unclear. This study interviewed seven staff members from
a Children’s Social Care service that had already implemented an independent advocacy
mechanism in a temporary care center prior to the law’s enforcement. Staff reported
positive impacts for children, including increased opportunities to express their views and
improvements in institutional rules. They also noted that the involvement of advocates
brought constructive external perspectives, encouraged staff reflection, and helped shift the
organization toward becoming a child voice-centered institution— particularly in cases where
policies differed between the temporary shelter and the social work and therapy department.
On the other hand, challenges included difficulties in understanding the role of the advocate.
The findings suggest the need to appoint an intermediary person between advocates and
staff within Children’s Social Care, to establish structures that promote dialogue with
advocates, and to provide training on independent advocacy and children’s rights.

Keywords : Temporary shelter, Children Social Care, View Expression and Related

Support Program, Independent Advocates, The Impact
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This study focuses on visiting advocates to temporary shelters, whose presence has increased following
the 2024 revision of the Child Welfare Act in Japan. It aims to clarify effective advocacy practices through
children’s own narratives, in order to identify approaches that better support them. Interviews were
conducted with 16 children in a Edogawa Ward (Tokyo) shelter that had implemented advocacy prior to the
reform. Children evaluated advocates positively for ensuring confidentiality, recognizing emotions, allowing
expression of negative experiences, offering time for play and listening, and conveying their voices.

On the other hand, there was a need to create a more comfortable environment for children to talk, such
as by extending the duration of visits. The study also found that the responsiveness of child guidance centers
played a key role in accepting children's wishes.

Keywords : Temporary Shelter, Independent Advocate, Visiting Advocacy, Children, Individual Interviews
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